100 Words You Say Wrong!
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Common pronunciation mistakes in English

These are words that are commonly mispronounced by English learners. This table gives

the correct British and American pronunciations.
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Word

mischievous'
says
secretary’
company?
compass
moneys3
country
fruit
vegetable
chocolate
biscuit
cacao
cocoa
raspberry
lychee
lettuce
cucumber
onion
salmon
breakfast
dessert

sword

British Bi%
/'mis.tf1.ves/
/sez/
/'sek.ra.tri/
/'kam.pa.ni/
/'kam.pos/
/'mAn.i/
/'kan.tri/
/frutt/
/'ved3.ta.bal/
/'tfok.let/
/brs.kit/
/ka'kav/
/'kev.kav/
/'razz.bar.i/
/'lartfi/
/'let.1s/
/'kjuz.knm.ba/
/'An.jon/
/'seem.an/
/'brek.fast/
/dr'zait/
/sod/

American =
/'mis.tf1.ves/
/sez/
/'sek.ra.ter.i/
/'kam.pa.ni/
/'kam.pas/
/'mAn.i/
/'kan.tri/
[fruzt/
/'ved3.ta.bal/
/tfazk.lot/
/brs.kit/
/ka'kav/
/'kov.kow/
/'reez.ber.i/
/listfi/, /'artfi/
/'let.1s/
/'kjur.kam.bar/
/'An.jon/
/'seem.an/
/'brek.fost/
/dr'za:rt/

/sord/
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nuisance
busy
business
meme
chaos
effort
stomach
tongue
choir
gauge
sieve
thermometer
syringe
asthma
pronunciation
recipe
receipt
queue
coupon
suit
suitable
suite
hotel
idea
video
clothes
iron
cupboard
subtle
doubt
debt

comb

/'njuz.sens/
/'o1z.i/
/'biz.n1s/
/miim/
/'ker.os/
/'ef.ot/
/'stam.ak/
/tan/
/kwara/
/gerds/
/siv/
/6a'mpm.1.ta/
/sTrind3/

/'ses.ma/

/pra nAn.si‘el.fon/

/'res.1.pi/
/ri'sitt/
/kjuy/
/’kuz.pon/

/sutt/

/'susta.bal/, /'sjur.ta.bal/

/swizt/
/hav'tel/
/ardia/
/'vid.i.ev/
/klevoz/
/'ar.an/
/'knb.ad/
/'snt.al/
/davt/
/det/

/kevm/

/'nuz.sens/
/'o1z.i/
/'b1z.n1s/
/mizm/
/'ker.ais/
/'efort/
/'stam.ak/
/tAn/
/'kwar.ar/
/geids/
/siv/
/Barma:.ma.tar/
/s1rind3/
/'eez.ma/
/pro,nAn.si‘el.fan/
/'res.1.pi/
/rr'sitt/
/kjuy/
/'kur.pan/, /'kjur.pain/
/sutt/
/'sur.te.bal/
/switt/
/hou'tel/
/ardir.a/
/'vid.i.ou/
/klovdz/
/'ar.ern/
/'knb.ard/
/'snt.al/
/davt/
/det/

/koom/
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tomb
womb
climb
plumber
law
Cambridge
Australia
Switzerland
Iceland
ocean
guarantee
mountain
fountain
woman
women
develop
infamous
statistics
purchase
national
series
serious
photography
colonel
mortgage
audience
awesome
brewery
dangerous
diamond
focus

heir

/tuim/

/wuim/
/klatm/
/'plam.a/

/1o
/'ketm.bridz/
/os'tret.li.a/
/'swit.sa.land/
/'a1s.lend/
/'8v.fon/

/ geer.on'tiy/

/'maon.tin/, /'maon.ten/

/'faon.tin/, /favn.tan/

/'wom.an/
/'wim.in/
/drvel.ep/
/1n.fa.mas/
/sto'ts.tiks/

/'p3itfos/

/neef.an.8l/, /'naef.nal/

/'s1o.rizz/
/s1o.ri.es/
/fa'tog.ra.fi/
/'k3i.nal/
/'mo:.g1d3/
/'ow.di.ans/
/'or.sem/
/bruza.ri/
/'dein.d3er.as/
/'dar.mand/
/'fov.kas/
/ed/

/tuim/
/wuim/
/klatm/
/'plam.ar/
/laz/
/'ketm.bridz/
/az'stret.li.a/
/'swit.ser.land/
/'a1s.lend/
/'ou.[on/

/ geer.on'tiy/
/'maovn.ten/4
/'favn.tan/4
/'wom.an/
/'wim.In/
/drvel.ep/
/'1n.fo.mas/
/sto'tis.ttks/

/'p3ir.tfes/

/'neef.an.8l/, /'neef.nal/

/'str.izz/
/str.i.es/
/fo'taz.groa.fi/
/'kar.nal/
/'marr.gidz/
/'ar.di.ans/
/'ai.sem/
/oruz.a.ri/
/'dein.d3er.es/
/'dar.mand/
/'fov.kas/
/er/
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87 language
88 ritual

89 towel

90 foreign
91 foreigner
92 parent
93 daughter
94 son°

95 calm

96 palm

97 fasten
98 soften
99 island
100 vyacht

/'leen.gwidz/
/'rtf.u.el/
/tav.el/
/'for.an/
/for.e.na/
/'ped.rent/
/'dor.ta/
/sAn/
/kazm/
/pazm/
/'faz.san/
/'sof.an/
/ar.lend/

/jot/

1. Many native speakers also mispronounce these words.

2. The first syllable is pronounced the same as the word “come”.
3. "Money” rhymes with “funny”.

4. In reality, many people replace the /t/ with a glottal stop.
5. ”Son” is pronounced the same way as “sun”.
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/'leen.gwidz/
/'rtf.u.8l/

/tav.al/

/'for.en/, /'fair.on/

/'forr.en.er/, /'fair.en.or/

/'per.ant/
/'dar.ter/
/sAn/
/kazm/
/pam/
/faes.an/
/'saz.fan/
/'ar.lend/

/jat/
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